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COMHALTAS CEOLTÓIRI ÉIREANN
Burke-Curry-Seery Branch
From the Chairman, 

Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh!  Happy New Year to you all!  I am excited to start another year as your Chairman.  I invite each of you to become involved in your Branch.  Your suggestions and volunteer time are most welcome.  The Burke-Curry-Seery Branch Board will continue its efforts to increase the membership base and bring you quality events.  Plans are underway to hold a third Irish history lecture program in the February to April timeframe.  Watch future newsletters and check our website for details.  

The Irish language lessons continue in Glastonbury and a second beginner's class has been added. Read on for more information.  We plan to host a ceili and a couple of concerts in the upcoming months.  Additionally, we are hosting a new weekly seisiún with Paul Pender at The Old 

Dublin in Wallingford, CT on Thursday nights.  Details are found on page 2.  Don't forget about the annual North American Comhaltas Convention in Atlanta in April.  
Many memberships are coming due so please consider renewing your membership with Comhaltas.  Your mailing label on this newsletter contains your membership expiration date.  In order to avoid a lapse in membership, please complete the enclosed membership application and send it in with payment as soon as possible.

Finally, I want to personally thank Bill Mayer for serving as the Branch Treasurer for 6 years.   He has done an outstanding job and he will be missed.

Terry Sullivan, Cathaoirleach (Chairman)
MADDEN, CONWAY, DOLAN AND MCCOMISKEY 

TO PERFORM JANUARY 6TH 
Four great traditional Irish musicians will perform in concert at the Irish American Community Center in New Haven on Saturday, January 6th at 7:30 p.m.  Joanie Madden, flute and whistle, All-Ireland fiddle champion Brian Conway, flute and keyboard player Brendan Dolan, and accordionist and composer Billy McComiskey, a native of Brooklyn who won the All Ireland Senior Title in 1986.  This concert should not be missed.  For information call Pat Stratton (203) 248-8396 or John O’Donovan (203) 281-3563.   

COMHALTAS OFFERS IRISH LANGUAGE LESSONS 

The Branch begins its second year of offering beginner Irish language lessons at the Irish American Home Society in Glastonbury, CT on January 23rd. For further information email Joe Rice at jrice07@snet.net or Johannah Mackey at johannah@snet.net.

SPECIAL THANKS
We extend a sincere thank you to Bill Mayer for his service to the Branch as Treasurer.  An often thankless job, the Treasurer is responsible for making timely deposits of all 
income and paying each invoice, all while balancing the books.  We greatly appreciate the volunteer time devoted  to the Branch. Go raibh maith agat, Bill.  

2006-07 BOARD OFFICERS ELECTED
The following officers were elected at the annual general meeting of the Burke-Curry-Seery Branch held in Glastonbury, CT on October 29, 2006:

Chairman:  Terry Sullivan  (860) 584-8776                  Vice Chairman:  Jill Morrison (860) 561-3905
Secretary/Treasurer: Liz Raymond (860) 346-3235     Irish Language Officer:  John Feeney  (203) 748-6563

Chaplain:  John O'Donovan  (203) 281-3563                 Public Relations Officer:  Neil Hogan (203) 269-9154
Auditor:  Stuart McEnerney  (203) 235-6269                 Delegate:  Mary Burke (860) 666-8183

Delegate:  Steve Mahoney (203) 630-9641
Feel free to contact any Board member with your suggestions, questions or comments.
2007 NORTH AMERICAN COMHALTAS WEEKEND IN ATLANTA APRIL 12-15
Comhaltas Ceoltóiri Eireann (North America) is proud to announce that its annual convention, "Ireland in Dixie" will be held on April 12-15, 2007, at the spectacular Westin Atlanta Airport Hotel (special group rate of $119 per night).  You can visit www.irelandindixie.com for registration, travel and hotel information. The Atlanta people have done a great job putting together an exciting program for this annual event.  
This annual event attracts Irish music, dance and language enthusiasts from all over the United States and Canada, as well as other countries.  The weekend is jam-packed with workshops and activities for young and not-so-young.  

Among the planned events:  

· Performances by Fingal and Green Fields of America.  For your entertainment, Fingal (Randal Bays on fiddle and guitar, James Keane on button accordion, and Dáithí Sproule on guitar and vocals and Green Fields of America (Mick Moloney on banjo, uillean piper Jerry 
O'Sullivan; box player Billy McComiskey; 
fiddler Athena O'Lochlainn and singer/guitarist Robbie O'Connell) will perform.

· Lectures by James Keane and Mick Moloney - not to be missed!
· Set Dance Instruction by Tony Ryan
· Workshops on fiddle, flute, bodhrán, whistle, button accordion, set dancing, traditional singing, uillean pipes, Irish language, ceili dancing for beginners, concertina by the likes of Mike Rafferty, Jerry O'Sullivan, Fr. Charlie Coen, Randal Bays, Dáithí Sproule, Billy McComiskey, Robbie O'Connell, Geraldine Duffy and more.
· Ceilis and Seisiúns throughout the weekend!
You may call (404) 931-6109 for registration information or email the good folks in Atlanta at admin@irelandindixie.com.  For hotel information, call (888) 625-5144 or use the link in the website for the convention: www.irelandindixie.com. We look forward to seeing ya' all in Dixie!

NEWEST SEISIÚN IN CONNECTICUT AS
COMHALTAS AND "THE OLD DUBLIN" TEAM UP

Branch member and bodhrán player Ox Gara has arranged with singer/musician Paul Pender, who is also the owner of The Old Dublin in Wallingford, CT, to host a weekly seisiún on Thursday evenings starting at 7:00 p.m.  The inaugural seisiún will be held on January 11, 2007 and continue weekly.  Paul has teamed up with the Burke-Curry-Seery Branch of Comhaltas to bring together traditional Irish musicians and singers for this weekly venue.  So bring your instrument or your voice, or just come by to listen as area musicians entertain.  The Old Dublin is located at 171 Quinnipiac Street in Wallingford.  For directions, call (203) 949-8022 or visit their website at www.theolddublin.com.
THANKS TO THE ADVERTISERS!

A big CCE thank you to the businesses, bands and organizations that have taken out advertisements in these newsletters.  Their support goes a long way to offset the costs of printing and mailing our newsletters.  Please show your appreciation by patronizing them or referring them to others you meet.  We welcome our newest advertisers, Full Gael and The Old Dublin Restaurant.  If you wish to advertise with us, consider that this newsletter is distributed several times a year to hundreds of individuals or Irish organizations in Connecticut and Western Massachusetts.  Additionally, the newsletters are available on-line which means the advertisements can be seen by countless internet users!  If interested, or know someone who is, please call Terry Sullivan at (860) 584-8776 or email him at curry-seery-cce@hotmail.com.  
CHRISTMAS IN KINSALE (jig)
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	  Jill Morrison of

Haircrafters 

747 Farmington Avenue
Kensington, CT
              (860) 830-2699


	Calley McGrane& the Exiles

Live Celtic Music

John McGrane, Mgr. jhmcgrane@comcast.net
(860) 676-1379

www.calleymcgrane.com
	Eleanor Nettleton, LMT
Family Massage Therapy

 East Hampton CT Office

     Home Visits /
     Sliding Scale  

                               (860) 267-6587

Gift Certificates Available




	          THE OLD DUBLIN
           171 Quinnipiac Street 

               Wallingford, CT  

               (203) 949-8022

          www.theolddublin.com
	Connecticut Irish-American 

Historical Society

Upcoming Events: Genealogy workshops, baseball exhibit

Membership:  only $10 a year

www.ctiahs.com
(203) 392-6126


	This Space Available

Contact Burke-Curry-Seery Branch for advertising information at:

curry-seery-cce@hotmail.com


	              THE OLD DUBLIN

               171 Quinnipiac Street 

                    Wallingford, CT  

                     (203) 949-8022

www.theolddublin.com
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Contact Burke-Curry-Seery Branch for advertising information at:

curry-seery-cce@hotmail.com
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From:   Burke-Curry-Seery Branch, CCE


 c/o Liz Raymond, Secretary

                 484 Round Hill Road, Middletown, CT  06457
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Website:  www.blarneystone.com/comhaltas                                                     E-mail:  curry-seery-cce@hotmail.com 

