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COMHALTAS CEOLTÓIRI ÉIREANN
Burke-Curry-Seery Branch
From the Chairman, 

Greetings to all!  Happy Spring to each of you.   

Please make sure your membership doesn't lapse.   Review the expiration date of your membership on the mailing label of this newsletter.  In order to avoid a lapse in membership, please complete the enclosed membership application and send it in with payment as soon as possible.
On April 21st we held our third Irish history lecture in Meriden, CT.  The event attracted 50 people.  Those in attendance were then treated to a lively seisiún lead by fiddler P.V. O'Donnell.  
This is the time of the year we consider summer activities, hall of fame nominees and festival activity.  Also, we need volunteers (see page 2).  
Finally, our Branch email address has changed (read on).

Terry Sullivan, Cathaoirleach (Chairman)
DANBURY AOH TO HOST SEISIÚN MAY 20TH



The Danbury Ancient Order of Hibernians hosts its next monthly seisiún on Sunday, May 20th from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   It will be at the Danbury AOH hall located at 161 Main Street and the bar will be open. 

The seisiún will be led by fiddler Nora Hanley and is 
open for traditional music, recitation and song.  This promises to be a successful and recurring event. All musicians, singers and those who enjoy traditional music are invited. For directions or more information, contact John Feeney at: johnfeeney51@comcast.net  or call him at (203) 748-6563.

MATT CUNNINGHAM PERFORMS MAY 27TH

Matt Cunningham performs on Sunday May 27th at the Irish American Community Center, 9 Venice Place, East Haven, CT.  The show starts at 5:00 p.m.  Matt is internationally recognized as one of Ireland’s finest exponents of Irish traditional music today. Born in Headford, County Galway, multi-talented, multi-instrumentalist Matt’s reputation extends from Ireland across Europe to America and even to as far away as isolated parts of the Caribbean Islands.  Matt, whose traditional music is animated by a deep understanding of the dance, has championed the art of dance music. His recordings, The Dance Music of Ireland series, are an extensive and invaluable resource for dancers at home and abroad and in their own way have helped lead to the dissemination of Irish set and céilí dancing.  For further information call John O'Donovan at (203) 281-3563.   

THE IRISH LANGUAGE

The Irish Language (An Ghaeilge): the Irish language has 18 letters in the alphabet instead of 26 as English does.  The Irish alphabet is: a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, l, m, n, o, p, r, s, t, u. The language is phonetic but the phonetic rules are different than those for English.  Once you learn the phonetic rules you will be able to say most Irish words.  The vowels (a, á, e, é, i, í, o, ó, u, ú) are both unaccented and accented.  The pronunciation of the broad vowels is:

Vowel

Irish Word

English Equivalent 

                                              a                      cas

         like the “o” in lot
 á

bád


like the “a” in law

 o

clog


like the “o” in son

 ó

 bó


like the “o” in low

                                              u
          cuma

         like the “u” in put

                                              ú
          dún
                     like the “oo” in tool

In our next issue, John Feeney, our Branch Irish language officer, will provide information pertaining to the slender vowels and consonants as well as some other interesting letter combinations. 


BRANCH MEMBERSHIP MEETING ON JUNE 10TH
The next meeting of our Branch will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 3rd at The Old Dublin, 161 Quinnipiac Street, Wallingford, CT.  We will be discussing the North American Convention held in April, the nomination process for Hall of Fame induction nominees, attracting volunteers and the slate of officers for election to the Board in late October.  Immediately following the meeting will be a seisiún from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
For directions, call (203) 949-8022 or visit their website at www.theolddublin.com.

MEMBER NOTES

Our sympathies go to Branch member Mike Martin whose brother Jackie passed away recently.  Get well wishes go out to past Branch Chairman Fred Beckmann.  We welcome our newest members:  Jim Byram, Hope Eisler, Frank Kearney, Geraldine O'Neill, Hugh O'Neill, Ellen Sheehan and Dennis Sheehan.  A membership application is enclosed so you can renew your membership.  If you have questions, please let us know.
NEW BRANCH EMAIL

Effective May 1st, our Branch email has changed to:  BurkeCurrySeery@comhaltas.net.  Please make a note of it.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

As the Irish festival season approaches, we are looking for volunteers to staff our CCE booth/table to explain what we do to festival goers.  This is a great way to get the word out about Comhaltas and our Branch.  If you can donate a few hours to your Branch, please contact a Branch officer or email us.

MID-ATLANTIC FLEADH CHEOIL - JUNE 2-3

The Mid Atlantic CCE Fleadh Cheoil will be held on June 2nd & 3rd at the Pearl River High School, Pearl River, NY.  This is an excellent opportunity to hear and see some of the best regional musicians, singers and dancers, as well as observe competitions at all age levels.  This one of only two such Fleadh competitions in the United States which gives an opportunity to compete at the All-Ireland held in August each year (the other being in St. Louis or Detroit).  A hotel group discount is offered for a limited time so act now.  For all of the details, go to the following website: www.ccenorthamerica.org/Sites/Fleadh/MidAtlanticFleadh.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Here's a great jig:
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	  Jill Morrison of

Haircrafters 

747 Farmington Avenue
Kensington, CT
              (860) 830-2699


	Calley McGrane& the Exiles

Live Celtic Music

John McGrane, Mgr. jhmcgrane@comcast.net
(860) 676-1379

www.calleymcgrane.com
	Eleanor Nettleton, LMT
Family Massage Therapy

 East Hampton CT Office

     Home Visits /
     Sliding Scale  

                               (860) 267-6587

Gift Certificates Available



	          THE OLD DUBLIN
           171 Quinnipiac Street 

               Wallingford, CT  

               (203) 949-8022

          www.theolddublin.com
	Connecticut Irish-American 

Historical Society

Upcoming Events: Genealogy workshops, baseball exhibit

Membership:  only $10 a year

www.ctiahs.com
(203) 392-6126
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2411

 

Tcush@snet.net 

 





[image: image5.png]® Commartas




From:   Burke-Curry-Seery Branch, CCE


 c/o Liz Raymond, Secretary

                 484 Round Hill Road, Middletown, CT  06457









 To:  
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Website:  www.blarneystone.com/comhaltas                                                E-mail: BurkeCurrySeery@comhaltas.net

