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COMHALTAS CEOLTÓIRI ÉIREANN
Burke-Curry-Seery Branch
From the Vice - Chairman, 

March was a very exciting and fun time for the North American Province.  During the month of March, the Mid Atlantic Region of Comhaltas hosted the North American convention in Parsippany, NJ.  The theme of the convention was the “Bridge to the Future,” which was to promote the Irish culture of music, dance, and language to the next generation.  The theme of “Bridge to the Future” also honored those individuals who had helped start branches throughout the continent. Our branch nominated Mary Burke to receive this award.  You can read more about Mary in this newsletter.  If you have not been to a convention yet, I highly recommend it.  It was a fun weekend of dancing and great music.  Next year the convention will be held in St. Louis, MO April 17 -19, 2009.  As more information comes out, I will keep you posted. 
Stuart McEnerney, Leaschathaoirleach (Vice -Chairman)
   FESTIVAL SEASON

Festival season is upon us. We will be having a table at the Connecticut Irish Festival on June 21and 22nd at the North Haven Fair grounds.  We are also making plans for other festivals in the area. 

 Other festivals in the state of CT are as follows:

 Fairfield June 14-15, Glastonbury July 24-26, Danbury September 13, and Milford September 20. 

If you are interested in helping to promote the branch and what Comhaltas is all about please contact Stuart McEnerney at (203) 235-6269. 
    BRIDGE TO THE FUTURE AWARD
 The Bridge to the Future Award was new at the North American Convention the weekend of March 27 through the 30. This award was given to recipients from all of the branches on the North American continent for their contributions in helping form branches and promoting the ideals of Comhaltas. Our branch chose Mary Burke as the Burke-Curry-Seery Branch recipient of the Bridge to the Future award at the conference in Parsippany, NJ.  The award was accepted on her behalf by Stu McEnerney.  Mary was selected to receive this honor as her dedication and service date back to the inception as a founding member in 1974.  Mary held the branch officer position as Treasurer for over twenty years, was chairwoman of the 1975 Comhaltas tour, and worked on several concert tour committees.  She also worked on the 100th anniversary commemorative of Padraic Pearse.  Mary continues to serve the Burke-Curry-Seery Branch as a delegate to the North East Regional Board.  We all wish to congratulate Mary on this honor and to thank her for her dedication to our branch.



           2009 CCE NORTH AMERICAN CONVENTION
The CCE North American Convention will be held on April 17 – 19, 2009 in ST. Louis, MO. The CCE room rate is $119 per night and is located next to Bush Stadium home of the ST. Louis Cardinals.  Registration to the convention is $175 for all the events from Thursday April 16 – Sunday April 19.   Please see their website www.slia.org  and follow the link to the CCE2009 convention for further information. 
                             IRISH SET DANCING AT THE IAHS, GLASTONBURY

Traditional Irish country set dance classes are held in the upstairs hall on Wednesday evenings (except the fourth Wednesday of each month). This is a cultural function of the Irish American Home and there is no charge. The only requirements are hard-soled shoes and a little stamina. The classes begin at 7:00 p.m. For more information, call John Droney at (860) 521-2696.

                                   BEGINNER IRISH LANGUAGE STUDY GROUP
Beginners’ Irish language practice seisiun continues at the Irish American Home Society on the 3rd Sunday of every month. Irish is not being taught at this time; rather it is a time to improve our conversational skills. The language seisiun starts at 1:30 p.m. and is followed by a music seisiun at 3:00 p.m. We are looking for experienced speakers willing to help us improve our speaking and comprehension skills. Any questions, contact Cynthia at (860) 995-4794 or Debbie at (860) 665-9013.
IRISH LANGUAGE LESSONS
A chaired:

The past month has been a busy one for An Ghaeilge (the Irish language).  I attended the 3rd Annual Commemoration for Barra O’ Donnabháin at Glucksman House (New York University).  Barra wrote the Irish Column in The Echo for many years.  The occasion was highlighted by a book launch of Súil Siar, which is a collection of 32 of his essays in Irish with English translation.

The guest speaker was An t-Aire (Minister) Éamon Ó’ Cuív (grandson of Éamon de Valera) Minister of Community Affairs, Rural Areas & Gaeltachts.  He spoke about the interest and growth in An Ghaeilge outside of the Gaeltacht areas in Ireland.  He thanked us as Americans for our support of the language and pointed out the tremendous impact that our interest in the language has on the attitudes in Ireland.  It was two years ago that he initiated the Irish government funding of Irish language programs at 50 college level institutions around the world.  The next day at Lehman College he announced the 1 million dollar grant for the Fulbright Irish Language Scholar 2008-2011 program, which brings Irish language teachers from Ireland to 50 colleges in the US.  Currently, there are 3 in the tri-state area.

In addition, Glor na nGael and several other language groups met with American groups at an international conference in mid-May, to discuss what they can do to support Irish language study in the US.  They are seeking to open official offices in the northeastern area.  So there is a lot going on with An Ghaeilge this spring.  Feel free to contact me about any of the above or any for info concerning Irish studies in the area.

On the local level, CCE member Johanna Mackey is conducting her language class from her home in Middletown while she is recovering from surgery.  She is starting a new beginner’s class.  For information call her at (860) 346-9224.

Le gach dea-mhéin

John Feeney

(203) 417-1700

                                 2008 ECHOES OF ERIN IRISH MUSIC CONCERT 

The Echoes of Erin concert tour will again be stopping in the State of Connecticut in the month of October. If you missed this concert the last time the troupe was in the area, this is one show you do not want to miss. The concert is planned for Friday October 10, 2008 at the Parson’s Centre in Milford, CT. We have teamed up with the other CT Comhaltas Branch, John Whelan’s Milford Branch, to help with making this concert a successful and hopefully stress free as possible with two branches pitching in to help with this fine night of entertainment.  If you can help in any way to make this a success by selling tickets, passing out flyers at festivals, giving a fellow musician or dancer a place to rest their head and a bite to eat please call Stuart McEnerney (203) 235-6269. More information will follow.
MEMBER NOTES




            Thomas J. Walsh                  

                     April 2, 1928 – April 10, 2008

It is with a sad pen that I write about the passing of our dear friend, leader, and teacher Thomas J. Walsh, who passed away at home April 11, 2008 at the age of 80. 

Tom was born April 2, 1928 in New Britain, CT. He played Irish Traditional music since the age of 10.  The son of Irish immigrants, Tom became an icon to many up and coming musicians.  He taught many musicians tunes that had become less popular over the years.  After the passing of his friend Eddie Burke, he teamed up with fellow musicians to compose the Eddie Burke Tune book to keep those tunes at the forefront of many seisiúns. This free book can be found on our website at www.blarneystone.com/comhaltas for download.

Tom first started playing traditional music at the age of 10 while his father whistled the tunes as he played along on his fife.  As the years passed, Tom took up the penny whistle and then the piano accordion.  It was at a dance at the Hartford Irish American Club that he met his late wife Fredrica, whose parents also emigrated from Ireland.  In 2004, Tom was inducted in to the Northeast Region of Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann North American Province Hall of Fame.  

Tom played with many musicians over the years and was a constant figure at area seisiúns.  Tom played with numerous ceili bands over the years including the Mountain Laurel Ceili Band.  Tom could always be found next to his friends Eddie Burke, P.V. O’Donnell, Jim Meara, Larry Reynolds, Jim and Cindy Smith, and many others playing the tunes he loved for all these years. 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to his family and close friends on the loss of such a great musician and man.

If any member has note worthy information they would like to have put in a newsletter, please email BurkeCurrySerry@comhaltas.net .
                                                                EMAIL / ADDRESS CHANGES
Our Branch email had changed to:  BurkeCurrySeery@comhaltas.net.  Please make a note of it. 
If you have an email address please let our Branch secretary know. We are able to update our members more quickly if we have your email address. Also, if you would like to receive the newsletter by email instead of by regular mail please let us know by contacting Vice Chairman Stuart McEnerney at stumcenerney@sbcglobal.net.  This will also help reduce the cost of mailings and get the information to you quicker.   If you change your email and/or home address please let our Branch Secretary know ASAP, you do not want to miss getting your issue of Treior or any other important information.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are in need of Volunteers for regular branch functions. This is a great way to get involved with Comhaltas and your Branch. Meet interesting people, listen to good music and have fun spreading the Irish Culture. Some of the responsibilities are working at Festivals, selling tickets for concerts, and handling raffles.  If you can donate a few hours to your Branch, please contact a Branch officer or email us at BurkeCurrySeery@comhaltas.net 





       ADVERTISEMENTS
If you would like to have your business or service advertised in our newsletter for a reasonable cost. Please contact Stuart McEnerney via email stumcenerney@sbcglobal.net for further information. This is a great way to get your business flourishing as these newsletters are also posted on the internet via our website www.blarneystone.com/comhaltas 






  DANBURY SEISIUN 

Danbury AOH hosts a traditional music seisiun on the last Sunday of the month at 6-9 PM year round.  The seisiún has been drawing many musicians from Westchester, NY as well as Western and Central CT and has been going since April 07.  The Danbury AOH has purchased a new property so go check it out.
                                                              AREA MUSIC EVENTS
                 Remember to join us at our area seisiúns held in several venues around the state of CT.
Sunday – Glastonbury 1&3; New Britain AOH 2&4; Danbury AOH last Sunday; and every week at the  
Hamden Playwright     

Tuesday-Playwright, Hamden                                                            Wednesday – City Steam, Hartford
Thursday – Old Dublin, Wallingford
ANDY IRVINE CONCERTS AT THE OLD DUBLIN
Wednesday June 25th & Thursday June 26th 2008
I am writing to let you know about an upcoming concert at The Old Dublin by one of the greatest singers and musicians Ireland has ever produced.  His name is Andy Irvine. A pioneer and icon of both traditional Irish and world music he occupies a unique place in the musical world. I first heard Andy sing and play with PLANXTY the super group of Irish folk and traditional music. Having grown up a traditional musician myself I was instantly enchanted by the musicianship, dexterity, arrangements and variety of their sound. I consider PLANXTY to be one of the greatest influences on my musical life and the singing of Andy Irvine to be one of the great influences on how I try to interpret the songs I choose to sing myself. As one of the many great reviews of an Andy Irvine show says: “What makes an evening with Irvine so special is that every note he picks and every line he sings comes from the heart. Everything he touches is performed with honesty and conviction and his playing is never less than breathtaking. Irvine is one of the towering talents on the international folk scene” -Sydney Morning Herald

As you can imagine, to have him perform at our small place is nothing short of a coup for me. Andy is known to love small intimate venues and this show promises to be nothing short of magnificent. There are a limited amount of tickets available for each night and a three course dinner is included in the price of the tickets. There will be an additional charge of tax and gratuity on the food portion only of the ticket. The cost of the ticket is $55.00 and including these charges is $61.25. We are accepting checks or cash only for this event. Checks can be made out to The Old Dublin. I can be contacted at 203-213-1651 for any other information you may need or for reservations. I am attaching a copy of the menu for the concerts and we are asking that you make your dinner choice in advance of the shows. 

I can’t tell you how excited we are to be hosting Andy Irvine and hope that those of you who would like to go can get to go. Please don’t wait to book your tickets. Thursday is almost completely sold out and Wednesday is getting there. There are only as many tickets as there are seats. The Old Dublin will be closed to the public on both days of the concerts except to ticket holders. There will be concert quiet during his sets and full waitress service during the breaks. The bar will not be open while Andy is playing. One again please book soon if you would like to come to the show. 

Hope to see you there

Paul Pender 

203-213-1651 

Here is the menu for you
Andy Irvine Concert

Dinner Menu

Starter
Garden salad with crisp greens, tomato, cucumber, red onion, croutons, and a sprinkling of cheese.

                                 Main Course
New England Pot Roast

Tender slow braised pot roast topped with vegetable reduction gravy, served with mashed potatoes, roasted potatoes and carrots.

Corned Beef Colcannon

Sliced corned beef topped with a horseradish and Dijon béchamel sauce with a hint of dill, served   

 with whiskey glazed carrots and colcannon (braised kale and onion mashed potatoes).

Panko Crusted Chicken Breast

Boneless breast of chicken breaded with Japanese bread crumbs and topped with a tomato and basil lemon butter, served with roasted root vegetables and mashed potatoes.

Pan Roasted Tilapia

Seasoned tilapia fillet pan roasted and topped with a plum tomato and citrus white wine butter, served on a bed of our savory rice with carrots and peas.

Dessert
Cappuccino Mousse Cake 

Here's a great reel:





  The Maid Behind the Bar in D major
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                          Hall Rentals
          Meriden Ancient Order of   
                    Hibernians
71 Melville Avenue Meriden, CT

                        203-686-0079
Are you looking for the perfect place to hold that special gathering, lecture, or concert at an affordable price? Call for more information.
	Space Available for Your Ad
Here

Contact Stuart McEnerney

(203)-235-6269 for more information.
	Eleanor Nettleton, LMT

Family Massage Therapy

 East Hampton, CT Office

  Home Visits Available
      Sliding Scale  

                               (860) 267-6587

Gift Certificates Available

      Portable Table Will Travel
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From:   Burke-Curry-Seery Branch, CCE


 C/o Cynthia Prior, Secretary

                 P.O. Box 230703, Hartford, CT  06123-0703
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