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COMHALTAS CEOLTÓRI ÉIREANN
Curry-Seery Branch
Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig agus Daoibh  (Pronunciation:  Ban-ochth-thee na Fay-leh Paw-drig).  Happy St. Patrick's Day to you all!

This is newsletter number 3 from the Branch for the current year (November 2005 to October 2006) as part of our effort to keep you, its members, informed.  
We enjoyed a great seisiun of traditional Irish music at the Irish American Community Center in New Haven on Janaury 29th.  I extend a special thank you to John O'Donovan who set it up.  A warm thank you also goes out to each musician who performed. On February 26th we presented fiddler P.V. O'Donnell and uileann piper Michael Cooney in concert at the Mark Twain House Auditorium in Hartford.  This benefit concert for CCE was very well attended and by all measures a great success.  

I had the opportunity to address the Ladies AOH in New Britain and the AOH in Meriden recently as to the Curry-Seery Branch's activities and the benefits of membership.  Our efforts to reach out to the various Irish clubs in the area seems to be paying off in that membership has increased and discussions are underway to collaborate on joint activities.  I am happy to report that many of you have renewed your membership and we welcome back those who left the fold for a couple of years.  Please read on for important information pertaining to planned Comhaltas activities.  Whether it is a traditional Irish music seisiun, ceili, Irish history lecture, concert or Irish language lessons, I invite you to participate.  Doing so keeps the culture alive and well.  
Don’t miss the Irish history lecture on March 26th in Meriden, CT.  Noreen Burke performs in concert on April 18th in Wethersfield, CT.  The second of the two-part series of Irish history during the 1916-23 period will be held in Glastonbury on May xx.  The IACC in New Haven is the place for a great one-woman play, "Maire: A Woman of Derry," put on by the Gaelic Players on May 19, 20 and 21 in East Haven, CT.  Comhaltas has linked up with the Gaelic Players on this one.
As always, your input is most welcome.  Go raibh maith agat.  (Thank you)

Terry Sullivan, Chairman

Curry-Seery Branch, CCE
Curry-Seery Branch - Comhaltas Web Site

Jim Smith, owner and creator of Blarneystone Website Services, Inc. amd CCE member maintains our website.  Go to www.blarneystone.com/comhaltas for information pertaining to upcoming Branch activities, important contact information, previous issues of the Branch newsletter, information on Comhaltas, and some useful links.  Thanks to Jim for his hard work  (Go raibh maith agat).  You are also invited to check out CCE's website at www.comhaltas.com for information about Comhaltas from Ireland.  There are links to a variety of subject areas including links to the various branches of CCE.

Noreen Burke to Perform In Concert

Direct from Galway, Ireland comes singer Noreen Burke, niece of the late Eddie Burke.  Noreen will perform on Sunday, April 9, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. at the American Legion Hall, 275 Main Street, Old Wethersfield, CT.  Tickets are available for $15.00 by calling CCE members Steve Prout at (860) 645-7152, Tom Morgan at 860 346-4725 or Terry Sullivan at (860) 584-8776.  You may also email Tom at:  tmorgan@wesleyan.edu

Membership Is UP!
We are pleased to announce that our membership has risen to more than 130.  Each member of the Branch is encouraged to spread the word aobut Comhaltas and specifically our Branch.  Let's see our ranks swell in numbers and pride!
Next Branch Meeting

The next meeting of the Curry-Seery Branch of CCE will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 7, 2006 at the Irish American Home Society, Commerce Street, Glastonbury, CT at 2:00 p.m.  Immediately following the meeting, enjoy a traditional Irish music seisiun led by CCE member Tom Walsh from 4:00 p.m to 6:00 p.m.
Member Announcements, News and Sympathies
Jamie McEnerney, daughter of CCE member Stuart McEnerney, placed first in the beginner jig and reel step dance competition in her very first feis held in January.  Congratulations Jamie!

We welcome the following new members and some not-so-new who recently renewed:  Meriden AOH, Larry Alan, Cindi Alan, Cynthia Carter, Kathleen Fusco, Edward Cortright, Mary Cortright, Eileen Coughlan, Thomas Curtiss, Christin Danker, Thomas Dowd, Karolina Dowd, Thoams Downes, Rita Downes, Joseph Doyle, Charles Gara, Meghan McDonald, Tom Hanley, Keith Harvey, Irish American Community Center, Kathleen Kiernan-Pagani, Dean Kiernan-Pagani, Jay Kormosk, Cheryl…….John McManus, Anna McMannus, Eileen McVicar, John MEara, Margaret Meara, Thomas Morgan, Janet Morgan, Michael Mulready, Barbara Chan, Gary Palmer, Cynthia Prior, Eamonn Ryan, Thoams Slater, Noreen Slater, Cynthia Smith, James Smith, Brendan McCann, David Peterson, John and Kathleen O'Donovan, Mike McGarry, Johanna Mackey.  Our apolgies if we missed anyone.  If you have member news of interest, let us know and we may include it in an upcoming newsletter.

2006 North American Comhaltas Weekend in Chicago
· The 2006 North American Comhaltas Weekend is being held in Chicago from April 20th - 23rd, 2006.  This annual event attracts Irish music, dance and language enthusiasts from all over the United States and Canada, as well as other countries.  The weekend is jam-packed with workshops and activities for young and old.  Anyone from the Curry-Seery Branch planning to attend is asked to let the Branch officers know so that we may provide last minute information pertaining to the convention to you.  You can contact us at our Branch email:  curry-seery-cce@hotmail.com or call any Board officer (names and numbers listed below).  Hotel reservations may be made by calling: 1-888-642-7344 or can be made online at:  www.chi-ohare.crowneplaza.com. The reservation code is CCE (Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann). Information and weekend registration is available at: www.murphyroche.com or by calling  (630) 662-8611.

We're Considering a Branch Name Change!
At the January meeting of the Branch membership, a motion was made to amend the name of our Branch to include that of the late Eddie Burke.  Eddie was a long-time Comhaltas member, superb musician and a 1998 inductee in the Northeast Region Comhaltas Hall of Fame.  The motion was tabled pending a review of CCE's bylaws.  Comhaltas-Ireland sent us the bylaws recently and our Regional Chairman recommended we give members ample opportunity to consider the revision.  There is some interest in dropping the name of Jim Seery.  Others are interested in keeping it and adding Burke.  We can think of no one more deserving than Eddie for this lasting honor, however, we want to ensure we proceed within established protocol and allow members to be informed so that when it votes, it votes with ample time and adequate information to make a decision.  At the present time, it is anticipated that a vote on a name change to the Branch will be held in the Fall 2006 or early Winter 2007.  More information will be provided at future Branch meetings and in this newsletter as it becomes available.  Anyone wishing to express their thoughts on this matter are encouraged to do so by calling Terry Sullivan at (860) 584-8776 or emailing the branch at:  curry-seery-cce@hotmail.com.
Northeast Region CCE Hall of Fame Nominations
Each of the eight branches in the Northeast Region (US) may nominate members in good standing to be elected to the Northeast Region Comhaltas Ceoltóiri Éireann Hall of Fame.  Those so elected by the local branches are honored at a formal dinner and awards ceremony in Albany, New York in early November.  If you would like to nominate a member, living or deceased, please come to the next meeting of the Branch on May 7, 2006 in Glastonbury at the Irish American Home Society where nominations will be accepted and acted upon.  With your nomination, please provide a brief biographical summary of your nominee's contribution to Irish music, song, dance or language.

Storm Closings

As a reminder, as a service to members, all Curry-Seery Branch activities (membership meetings, language classes, seisiuns, ceili's, etc.) that have to be cancelled due to inclement weather are announced on WTIC 1080 AM radio and on www.WTIC.com.
COMHALTAS LIVE

COMHALTAS LIVE is a web channel that broadcasts traditional Irish music direct to your computer. COMHALTAS LIVE offers TV-style (audio and video) program, updated weekly, for you to download for viewing at your convenience thus building up your own archive.  By going to their website at www.comhaltas.com you can view a sample program.  By subscribing now to COMHALTAS LIVE you instantly receive your first of 26 weekly TV-style purest of traditional Irish music.  Each program is approximately 20 minutes duration and is available at anytime (24/7) to download.  The 26 week series costs €24 (Euro) in non-EU countries.  The programs feature musicians of the highest standard from Ireland and overseas, embracing a wide range of personal and regional styles, and are presented in a fast-moving manner.  COMHALTAS LIVE brings you genuine traditional music from many live performances, including: 

· All-Ireland Champions and many other competitors at the All-Ireland Fleadh Cheoil 
· Informal Sessions 

· Comhaltas Tour Concerts 

· Special Recordings for Comhaltas Live 

In addition most programs include some great Archive material, as well as special features on personalities, composers and styles (personal and regional). Many of the great "established" artists are featured, as are many of the very talented (and particularly the younger) performers from all over the Comhaltas world-wide network. Indeed, programs include many outstanding performers who are not part of the Comhaltas organization (yet!).

Programs are fast-moving and varied with the emphasis on quality traditional material.  You can become "part" of the program by using the feedback system to share your views and suggestions with us. You can either stream or download each program. In fact you may do both if you wish, up to a maximum of 2 initiated streams and 4 downloads per program.   For more information, or to subscribe, go to this website:  www.comhaltaslive.ie
Branch Boasts of Successful CCE Events

January 29, 2006 saw very fine musicians perform at a Comhaltas seisiun of traditional Irish music at the Irish American Community Center in East Haven, CT.  The musicians were John Kalinowski, Nancy Kalinowski, Liz Raymond, Jim Meara, Dave Peterson, Steve Prout, Teresa Fazzolari, Jeanne Freeman, Bill Mayer, Pat Stratton, Phil Stratton, Tony Stratton, Terry Sullivan and Larry Allen.   A very special thank you goes out to John Kalinowski who stepped up to the plate to lead the seisiun at the last minute and to Jim Meara, Jeanne Freeman and Pat Stratton who were right there to lend a helping hand.  Once again, our Vice Chairman Jill Morrison handled the raffle to benefit our Branch and help fund future activities.  Special thanks to John O'Donovan who set up the entire event, the IACC for use of its facility, to Bill Connolly who sang a few beautiful ballads and the dancers who "cut the rug."  We even signed up a couple of new members.  Brilliant!
If you missed our concert on February 26th at the Mark Twain House Auditorium in Hartford, you missed a treat.  Comhaltas presented fiddler P.V. O'Donnell and uileann piper Michael Cooney in concert.  They were joined by Tony Morris and Claudine Langille for a fun-filled afternoon.  Not only was the event a near sellout, we rasied money with another successful raffle.  Special thanks go out to the musicians and to following infidivuals for their hard work in pulling it all together:  Jill Morrison, Liz Raymond, Stu McEnerney, John O'Donovan, Steve Mahoney, Ox Gara, Mike McGarry and The Wood N' Tap Restaurant, our sponsor.  Finally, an extra special thank you to Jill Morrison and Frank Kearney for donating gifts for the raffle that benefited the Branch.

Festival Season Approaching

The Curry-Seery Branch hopes to have a presence at most of the Irish festivals in the area this year.  Building on last years' efforts, we intend to staff a booth or table with Comhaltas news and activities and we hope to sponsor a seisiun or two at the festivals.  Additional volunteers are needed to make this happen.  If you think you can help out (generally for a few hours - not the entire festival!) please let us know.  We are working on getting free admission to the festivals to all volunteers who give a little time for Comhaltas.  Here is a list of some upcoming Connecticut festivals:

Fairfield County Irish Festival, Bridgeport area,  June 16, 17 and 18 2006

Connecticut Irish Festival - North Haven, CT  June 24 and 25, 2006

Glastonbury Irish Music Festival - July 28, 29 and30, 2006
Danbury Irish Festival  September 17, 18, 19 2006

Traditional Irish Music Seisiuns

Connecticut and Western Massachusetts residents are fortunate to have quite an array of traditional Irish music seisiuns to take in.  Here is a partial listing.  Stop in and show your support for Irish music and the musicians and singers who put their hearts into performing.


Where                                                                        Phone                            When

· Meriden AOH, Melville Avenue, Meriden, CT        (203) 634-9565       3rd Friday of month  except July/August

                                                                                                                                 7:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

· New Britain AOH, South Street, New Britain, CT   (860) 832-8023        2nd and 4th Sundays except July/August

                                                                                                                           3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

· Irish American Home Society, Commerce Street      (860) 633-9691        1st and 3rd Sundays except July/August
             Glastonbury, CT                                                                                    4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. (slow seisiun for                              

                                                                                                                            beginners on 1st Sunday at 3:00 p.m.)

· City Steam, Main Street, Hartford, CT                         (860) xxx-xxxx      Wednesdays - 7:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.                                                                                                              

· Playwright, 1232 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, CT        (203) 287-2401      Sundays  - 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

· John Boyle O'Reilly Club, Springfield, MA                 (413) 788-8603      Tuesdays - 7:30 to 11:00 p.m. 

· Anna Liffey's, 17 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT  (203) 773-1776       Mondays at  
· Irish American Community Center, Venice Place.      (203) 393-0377        Periodic - call Joan Kenney for details
              East Haven, CT                                                             

· The Harp, 163 Sunderland Rd., North Amherst, MA   (413) 548-6900         Fridays -  8.30pm – 11pm.

Irish Language Teachers Needed

Due to the growing interest in learning the Irish language around Connecticut, we are looking for people who might be interested in teaching the language.  If you are a native speaker, a student of the language wit several years of learning or someone who learned the language in Ireland and has not used it for a long time, we invite you to talk to us.  The important thing is an enthusiasm for the language and a willingness to share your knowledge.  Teaching not only spreads the language but helps to keep your own language skills sharp.  Please contact John Feeney at (203) 748-6563 or Terry Sullivan (860) 584-8776 or e-mail to curry-seery-cce@hotmail.com if you are interested.

Board Vacancy - Public Relations Officer

We have an unexpected vacancy for the position of Public Relations Officer, formerly held by Teresa Fazzolari.  Teresa has reluctantly resigned due to the many other things she has on her plate.  We certainly wish her well with her future endeavors.  In the meanwhile, anyone interested in the position should have their name put into nomination at the upcoming meeting (May 7, 2006) where an election will be held by secret ballot to select a successor.  If you have any questions on this position, please contact Terry Sullivan (860) 584-8776, Jill Morrison (860) 561-3905 or Liz Raymond (860) 346-3235 or use the Branch's email:  curry-seery-cce@hotmail.com.
Echoes of Erin Tour - 2006
We are proud to announce that the Curry-Seery Branch of CCE is sponsoring the 2006 Echoes of Erin tour by hosting our Irish visitors.  The group will perform on October 13, 2006 at Hamden High School, so mark your calendars now.  You may have read about these tours in the past.  They include some of the most talented and gifted musicians, singers and dancers and they put on a show that is not to be missed.  We are asking for volunteers to host some of the performers (mostly teenagers and young adults) which means providing them a place to sleep for one night (Thursday, October 12th) and transporting them to the concert venue on Friday.  More information will be provided in the weeks to come.  Tell your friends and neighbors.  If you have any questions, please call Terry Sullivan at (860) 584-8776 or John O'Donovan at (203) 281-3563.                    
Gaelic Players Present
  "Maire: A Woman of Derry"
The Gaelic Players, based in the Irish American Community Center in East Haven, are proud to present a play by Brian Foster.  This powerful and stunning comedy-drama comes direct from Ireland filled with tears, laughter and a host of heart-warming characters no writer would dare to invent!  Jean Lane will star as "Maire" in a one-woman performance that will take us back to a never-to-be-forgetten time in Ireland's history.  The play runs on May 19, 20 and 21, and the donation is $12.00.  For further information, contact Bette McNamara (203) 248-2441 or Janet Butterworth at (203) 469-4682.  Part of the proceeds will benefit the Curry-Seery Branch of Comhaltas Ceoltóri Éireann.
Festival Season Approaching
The Curry-Seery Branch hopes to have a presence at most of the Irish festivals in the area this year.  Building on last years' efforts, we intend to staff a booth or table with Comhaltas news and activities and we hope to sponsor a seisiun or two at the festivals.  Additional volunteers are needed to make this happen.  If you think you can help out (generally for a few hours - not the entire festival!) please let us know.  We are working on getting free admission to the festivals to all volunteers who give a little time for Comhaltas.  Here is a list of some upcoming Connecticut festivals:

Fairfield County Irish Festival, Bridgeport area,  June 16, 17 and 18 2006

Connecticut Irish Festival - North Haven, CT  June 24 and 25, 2006

Glastonbury Irish Music Festival - July 28, 29 and30, 2006
Danbury Irish Festival  September 17, 18, 19 2006

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Comments and suggestions pertaining to this newsletter are more than welcome.  Please send your thoughts to the Branch Secretary at:  Liz Raymond, CCE, c/o 484 Round Hill Road, Middletown, CT  06457 or email the Branch at curry-seery-cce@hotmail.com.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Beannachtaí na Féile Pádraig agus Daoibh        Pronunciation:   Ban-ochth-thee na Fay-leh Paw-drig

Happy St. Patrick's Day to you all!

2005-06 Curry-Seery Branch Board

Chairman:  Terry Sullivan  (860) 584-8776                        Vice Chairman:  Jill Morrison (860) 561-3905  

Secretary: Liz Raymond (860) 346-3235                             Irish Language Officer:  John Feeney  (203) 748-6563  

Chaplain:  John O'Donovan  (203) 281-3563                       Public Relations Officer:  Vacant
Treasurer:  Bill Mayer  (203) 265-5558                               Auditor:  Stuart McEnerney  (203) 235-6269

Delegate:  Mary Burke (860) 666-8183                                Delegate:  Steve Mahoney (203) 630-9641
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From:   Curry-Seery Branch, CCE


 c/o Liz Raymond, Secretary

                 484 Round Hill Road, Middletown, CT  06457
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